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BACKGROUND

• Over the past 80 years, the Nechako Plateau has experienced significant development 

• Building of the Kenny Dam and multiple roads led to increased access, timber harvesting, farming, 
ranching, and mining. Draining of wetlands and destruction of riparian areas occurred in lakes and 
streams. Clearing of land to build homesites with septic fields increased exponentially on both lakes.

• Impacts of these activities has led to decreased water quality, accelerated macrophyte and algae 
growth, including dangerously toxic cyanobacteria. Heavy weed and algae growth impedes lake 
access to safely launch boats, and over time, causes damage to marine engines.

• Depleted lake oxygen levels and increased cyanobacteria have impacted the health of aquatic 
species, killing both fish and mollusks and even caused the death of cattle from drinking the water.



NTLSS INITIATIVE GOALS – PHASE ONE

Completion of a Macrophyte Harvest Feasibility Study to achieve:

• Approvals and permissions from Saik’uz First Nations and Government permitting agencies
• A reduction in phosphorus fed macrophyte growth, via controlled harvesting, while respecting 

the areas of seasonal activity, such as spawning grounds and migratory bird habitat
• Control of blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) 
• Advocacy for inclusive water use planning with clarification of the difference between 

“harvesting” and “removal” of macrophytes 

• Development of an ongoing evaluation strategy



ALGAE GROWTH MIDDLE OF LAKE



CYANOBACTERIA ROLLING IN WITH WAVE ACTION



CYANOBACTERIA ON THE SHORELINE



CYANOBACTERIA IN THE WEEDS



SHORELINE VIEW OF EARLY FORMING MASS



SHORELINE IN FRONT OF HOME WITH ODOUR



ALGAE MASS CREATES ENGINE PROBLEMS!



MACROPHYTE HARVEST FIELD STUDY AUGUST 2023 

  EDI WITH THE SUPPORT OF SAIK’UZ FIRST NATIONS







NTLSS INITIATIVE GOALS – PHASE TWO

Continued collaboration with Saik’uz First Nation and, Ministry of Environment 

Aquatic Stewardship and Climate Change Strategy to:

• Reach consensus on effective and efficient harvesting equipment

• Secure annualized funding through advocacy with potential funders

• Decide on collection points, disposal and recycling of harvested materials

• Explore alternative strategies for phosphorus reduction, such as a trial use of 

zeolites/clay cairns at inflows to both lakes
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